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"current treatment" provides 26 references, ofwhich only two were published in 1983,
and the others, earlier still.
Overall, this is a succinctly written, well-organized treatiseofrelevance to clinicians
interested in the diagnosis, pathophysiology, and treatment ofcoronary artery spasm.
It could inspire an interest in the subject by students at all levels, as well as serving as
an adequate reference source. It is difficult, however, to give an unqualified endorse-
ment to a text already out ofdate at publication.
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While any beginning textbook covering the human skeleton must be largely
descriptive, engaging the reader in memorization, it need not be that alone. Certainly,
the interrelationships of the structures of the human skeletal system and the general
functions of its parts should receive repeated mention and emphasis. In addition,
excursions into age, sexual, and racial differences can add interest because they give
meaning tothe interpretation ofbone. Studying skeletal materials in particular enables
the student to obtain a wealth ofbiological information and to trace patterns ofdisease
and nutrition.
A functional rather than a regional approach to the human skeletal system is used in
this book. It involves the reader in fewer difficulties and is more appropriate for people
studying physical and health education. Each function is discussed in sufficient depth
to provide a good basis concerning the nature of bone, the function of bone, and
interpretation ofthis relationship. No effort is made to emphasize anatomical detail.
The first part, "The Nature of Bone," contains six chapters. This portion sets the
tone of the book, defines basic concepts, and presents information about bone growth,
joints, and lubrication. Part Two considers the basic function of bone, including a
description ofthe axial skeleton, breathing, walking, the skull, and chewing. The final
part, called "Interpreting Bone," completes the book and deals primarily with trauma
and disease, reconstruction, and age, sex, and racial differentials.
There are a total of 17 chapters, each averaging 15 to 20 pages in length. Excluding
the glossary, bibliography, and index, the text is 315 pages long.
Terminology throughout the book, with few exceptions, is simple. The most
important terms are provided in the glossary at the end ofthe book.
The great majority of the 145 illustrations relate closely to the textual material.
Some ofthem arequitesimplistic, attempting to accentuate important concepts; others
are simplified to emphasize action.
In summary, the volume presents a functional approach to studying the human
skeletal system. While an elementary textbook ofthe human skeletal system certainly
cannot presume to range over such a broad area, this book helps the reader to visualize
the potential function ofthe human skeleton.
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